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generations   just what  Cicero's was   to   Imperial   Rome.
These things  alone  would  give a  grandeur   to  his  long
resistance; but to fathom the  depths of his bitter hatred
of the policy he fought against, we  must  remember  that
he was pre-eminently English.    He was not, like Turgot,
and  some of the great figures of that great century, one
in whom the brotherhood of man, and the expansive hopes
of human progress made faint and dim the border-lines of
country.    There has  been  no  man  in  whom the love of
country and the love of freedom  were more passionately
blended.     In   his   buoyant  hopes   of   the  Revolution  he
delighted to fancy that France was following in the steps
of England.    He wished for reform and for the redress of
wrong, to give to all his countrymen  a  share in  his own
enthusiasm for the distinctive civilisation of England.    He
had urged  England to give the  American  colonies  their
freedom as the voluntary recognition of their rights, and not
as part of some bargain in which the foreigner had a hand.
He had struggled to make her record in India clean, and to
make her name bright with the glory of the emancipation of
slaves.    The  French  Revolution  meant for him not only
the fall of despotism, but the fall of a dynasty, whose hatred
of England had produced an insomnia of intrigue in Europe.
In a situation as desolate as could be, Fox never faltered,
for whatever he lacked, he never lacked courage.     He re-
mained true  to his conscience under conditions  in  which
many men of no mean calibre fail, and of those conditions
it is worth while to give an example.    There is no obliga-
tion which is harsher or more painful than the obligation to
rebuke an act or a policy of violent injustice in a servant
of the nation who is in the midst of danger and anxious
responsibility.    Fox and Burke did  not shrink from that
great ordeal, when Rodney, by his exactions and cruelties
in St. Eustatius, brought discredit on the flag that he had
carried often and bravely to victory.    The men who can rise,
as they rose, to the full height of that terrible duty are very
rare at all times and in all nations, and statesmen who are